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* “And the 


Y cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon." Judges 7:20 
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“And there came a man of God, | 


and spake unto the King of Israel, 
and said, Thus saith the Lord: Be- 
cause the Syrians haye said, The 
Lord is God of the hills, but he is 


- not God of the valleys, therefore 


will I deliver all this great multi- 
tude into thine hand, and ye shall 
know that I am the Lord” (I Kings 
20. 28). 

I do not know how familiar you 
may be with the incident linked 
with these words, but some of you 
at least will recall that when Ahah 
of evil memory was king of Israel, 
Ben-hadad, king of Syria, sought 
an occasion of quarrel with him, 
and invaded the land of Israel with 
a great army. Although Ahab had 
no real title or right to cry to 
God and expect any blessing, yet, 
because of the need of His people, 
and because of the proud and hard 
Syrians, God intervened in a won- 
derful way, and in the hill country, 
in the northern part of the land, 
gave to Israel a great victory so 
that the Syrians were utterly scat- 
tered. 

Trying to account for their de- 


feat, they said, “It is very evident | 


that the God of Israel is a God 
of the hills; our gods are gods of 
the valleys. These Israelites are 
highlanders, they are used to the 
mountains and their God is accus- 
tomed to giving them victory in the 
hill cougtry. Their God is a God 
of she hills; He is not the God of 
the valleys; therefore, we will re- 
erganise our armies, and will come 
against Israel at the turn of the 
year, but. we will be careful not to 
be lured=by them into the high- 
lands, We will draw them down in- 
to the plains, and there we will 
overwhelm them, and we will prove 
that our gods are the gods of the 
valleys, and theirs is not.” 

So when this word came, Jeho- 


“ yah sent a prophet to Ahab, saying, 


“Thus saith the Lord: because the 
Syrians have said, The Lord is God 
of the hills, but He is 


Not God of the Valleys 


therefore will I deliver all this 
great multitude into thine hand, 
and ye shall know that I am the 
I ord.” 

The people of Israel were just 
a little company, and the Syrians 
encamped against them were a 
great host. The result was a tre- 
mendous victory for Israel. They 
did not deserve it, but God who de- 
lighteth in mercy, and is very jeal- 
ous of the honour of His — own 
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Name, took this way of proving 
that He was just as truly the God 
of the valleys as He was the God 
of the hills. 

You know many of us live in the 
valleys..the greater..part of. the. 
time. We do not spend nearly as 
much time on the mountain tops 
of blessing as, perhaps, we should. 
We gather together in meetings, 
and get enthused by aj splendid 
song leader, and sing, “I’m living 
on the mountain, underneath the 
cloudless sky, and then we leave 
the meeting and the beautiful mu- 
sic behind, and go out to face life. 
We come down into trying exper- 
iences, and to the commonplace 
difficulties. of life, and realise that 
we are no longer on the mountain; 
we are down in the valley. In fact, 
aay of us spend much of our time 


The Valley of the Commonplace. 
Very few of us attain the ideals that 
were in our minds years ago. 
Many of us can look back to the 
time when we were young, and had 
such high ambitions — ambitions 
which we have never realized. As 
the years have gone on we find that 
most of us live our lives down in 
the valleys of the commonplace; 
We do not get very high up; we do 
not know very much of fame or 
honour. If we should pass away, 
perhaps the most that the news- 
paper would have about us would 
be a little paid notice put in by the 
undertaker. Yes, we live our lives 
in the valley of the commonplace, 
but we come to realize that God 


(Continued on page four) 


etal Bible Teaching 


Sometimes Necessary 


By THE EDITOR 


The Sword of The Lord is frank- f 


ly interdenominational in its scope. 
The paper uses sermons from min- 
isters of many denominations, and 
I regularly preach in union revi- 
val campaigns and in churches of 
various faiths. With the Psalmist, 
I can say, “I am a companion of 


all them that fear thee, and of 


them that keep thy. precepts” 
(Psalm 119:63). I love all the peo- 
ple of God. I have sweet fellowship 
with all those who have trusted in 
the blood of Jesus Christ for 
and salvation, If they 
believe the Bible, if they love the 


Lord Jesus, if they are depending 


on His atoning blood to pay for 
their sins, they are my brothers 
and sisters. With all such people 
I have far more in common than 
I have differing from them. With 
all such born-again Christians I 
delight to ggg in soul-saving. 

However, love for Chris- 
tians of all iths and the joy I 


have in fellowshipping with them 
must not make me indifferent to 
the great truths of the Bible, or 
make me shrink from declaring the 
whole counsel of God. I think I 
can say honestly that everywhere 


(Continued on page two) 


Book Transforms 


Home Life 


Wives Say, "The Scripture Light 
Contained in Your ‘Book, Bobbed 
Hair, Bossy Wives and Women 


Preachers’ Really Put me in ‘Dust 
and Ashes.’ " 


The book, Bobbed Hair, Bossy 
Wives and Women Preachers,. by 
the editor, continues to stimulate 
comment. We get letters testifying 
to great blessings received through 
this book, from the salvation of a 
soul to convicting women that they 
are not called to preach. And all 
between these extremes are letters 
from homes made. happy , and 
hearts blessed. 

Here is a letter from Nebraska 
that we think the readers will like. 
“Dear Brother Rice: 

“The Scripture light contained in 
your book, Bobbed Hair, Bossy 
Wives, and Women Preachers real- 
ly put me in ‘dust and ashes’ for 
about a month as I repented of my 
failure to keep my place in the 
home. Both my husband and I are 
vowing, by the grace of God, that 
things are going to be different 
from now on.” 

A letter from Rev. L. R. Shelton, 
pastor of the First Baptist Church, 
of Station A, area in the part of 
New Orleans west of the Missjssip- 
pi River, head of a fine mission 
work among the ‘Cajan people in 
the rivers and bayous and islands 
of southern Louisiana, and direct- 
ing work in several New Orleans 
hospitals, teils us that blessed re- 
ports are coming from copies of 
this book which he had circulated. 
Brother Shelton said, 

‘My dear Brother Rice: 

“Thanks for the.600 tracts this 
morning just received entitled 
What Must I Do to Be Saved? I 
just want to tell you how much we 
appreciate the message in that 
book, Bobbed Hair, Bossy Wives, 
and Women Preachers. I have had 
more letters telling what it meant 
to their lives than any other book 
we have distributed on the radio 
program since January 1. I wish 
I could place this book in the hands 
of every family in that country. It 
needs to be wore widely circulated. 
We are going to keep a supply 
in stock here all the time. 

“Our work goes well, reaching 
lots of new people. Radio audience 
growing. Reaching more Catholics 
with the gospel over the air than 
at any time in our mission work 
here. 

“Continue to pray for us as we 
pray for you. I am 

“Yours in Him,” 
(Signed) L. R. Shelton. 

Professors of New Testament in 
three fine, sound theological sem- 
inaries have endorsed this book 
heartily. It has a picture of the 
author’s wife and six daughters, 
one of Mary Lioys showing her 
long, lovely braids, one of Eliza- 
beth’s long hair down before the 
mirror. There are ninety-one pages, 
cloth bound in royal blue cloth, 
stamped in gold, jacket of gold- 
enrod printed in blue. This cloth 
bound book, postpaid, only........ 50c. 

Why not get 5-copies for the 
special price of $2.00? ™ 

_ Order from — 
SWORD OF THE LORD 
- PUBLISHERS 
145 N. Hale S&t., 
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GOD’S LAST CALL 


By REv. JESSE M. HENDLEY 
Pastor Gofeniat Hills Baptist Church, Atlanta, Ga. 


refused; I have stretched out my 
hand, and no man regarded; 

“But ye have set at nought all 
my counsel, and would none of my 
reproof : 

“I also will laugh at your calam- 
ity; I will mock when your fear 
cometh; 

“‘When your fear*cometh as deso- 
lation, and your destruction com- 
eth as a whirlwind; when distress 
and anguish cometh upon you. 

“Then shall they call upon me, 
but I will not answer; they shall 
seek me early, but they shall not 
find me:’’ (Prov. 1:24-28).: 

My ‘subject is: “GOD’S LAST 
CALL.” By this we mean that the 
sinner may continue to refuse the 
call of God until God will no long- 
er call him, and his doom is sealed 
forever. This is exactly what the 
Scripture sets forth. It teaches: 

1..That God calls man. 

2. That man can, and does, re- 
fuse God’s call, 

3. That God will one day cease 
His call and will withdraw His of- 
fer of salvation. 

4. That the sinner will, sooner or 
later be in trouble, and will need 
God. 

o. That the sinner will call upon 
God in the time of his trouble, ex- 
pecting to get help. 

6. That God will refuse’to help 
him in that. dreadful hour. 

7. That God will not only refuse 
to help him, but He will actually 
laugh and mock in derision. 


God Means What He Says! 


This is a terrible truth about 
God and His relationship to the un- 
saved. God means just what He 
says. Sinner friend, God is calling 
you. He has been calling you ever 
since you reached the age of ac- 
countability. He has called you 
from your sin to a life of holiness; 
from your living for self to living 
for the Saviour; from this world 
to the spiritual life; from the Devil 
to Christ, and from Hell to Heaven. 
He has called you to repent and 
walk with God. You have stead- 
fastly refused to obey God, and 
have hardened your heart at His 
repeated and loving calls. He may 


“Because I have called, and ye ; 


never call you again! If there is 
any word in God’s Book that 
makes me tremble for an unsaved 
soul, it is this solemn warning 
found in our text: “Because I have 
called, and ye refused; .. cnen 
shall they call upon me, but I will 
not answer;”... ”’ 


How God Calls Sinners 


Someone may say, “God has nev- 
er called me.” I had a young man 
Say to me in one of my meetings: 

“I am coming when God calls 
me, but He has never called me 
yet.” 

I asked him: ‘‘How old are you?” 

He answered, “thirty-five.” 

I said, “Young man, God has 
been calling you for nearly thirty 
years, to salvation.’’ 

This raises the question: ‘How 
may we know when God is calling 
us?” I believe this is the most im- 
portant question that faces us in 
this hour. For our salvation or 
damnation is wrapped up in its an- 
swer., 


Through His Providences 


First, God calls through His 
providences. By “His providences” 
we mean by unusual happenings 
in our every day life which God 
permits to make us think on our 
way. 

When John Wesley .was a child 
of five or six years of age, his 
home caught on fire. It was 
thought that every one had been 
rescued, however, the boy who had 
been forgotten in the excitement, 
was discovered by a neighbor who 
looked toward the burning build- 
ing and saw the terrified face of 
the trapped child. He quickly 
grabbed a neighbor, rushed to a 
window and standing on the man’s 
Shoulders, smashed the glass and 
rescued the boy from a horrible, 
burning death. 

Wesley never forgot this exper- 
ience, and the fact that he had been 
literally “snatched as a brand from 
the burning.” It made a profound 
impression upon him, and doubt- 
less, this had a tremendous influ- 
ence upon his accepting Christ and 


(Continued on page two) 


By REv. C. 


God Bless America? 
America .Bless God! 


A. COOPER 


Director of Worldwide Monthly Tract Club, Box 1, Spokane, Wash. 
7 > 


America’s hour of destiny has 
struck. The preponderance of the 
weight of her sins on the one hand, 
or her return to God on the other, 
will be the answer to the petition 
heard, sung and seen everywhere, 
“God Bless America.’ America has 
already received God’s blessing far 
out of proportion to her just de- 
serts. It is the suggestion of this 
writer that Americans adopt the 
slogan “AMERICA BLESS GOD” 
instead. It is America’s turntobless 
-(honor, glorify) God before she can 
rightfully expect added blessings 
and reinforcement in this, her hour 
of travail. 

How can God further bless 
America in the face of the brazen 
liquor traffic? We have 412,700 sa- 
.loons with bars and brass rails 
and more than 700,000 retail out- 


Wheaton, Til. 


lets, or about one for every 30 


| adults. In one state there is a sa- 


loon for every 53 persons including 
non-drinkers and babies. There is 
a liquor license for every 267_per- | 
sons and a bar room for every 71 
homes. Anierica is fast becoming a 
liquor soaked nation, a nation of 
drunkards. One million new addicts 
will be made this year, one third 
of which will be under 21 years 
of age. 62 % of American youths 
between sixteen and twenty-four 
are drinkers. There are 1,350,000 
barmaids in “Christian’ America. 
An ad appeared in the Boston Ex- 
positor — “Wanted a Christian 
girl to serve as bar maid.” Such 
affrontery is a personal insult to | 
every Christian girl in the land. — 
Alcoholic mental disorders cost — 


'$187,000,000 annually. Up to 40% 4 
of all mental cases are alcoholics. 4 
Last year the 486 breweries in ~ 


(Continued on page four) 


| Controversial Bible 
af Teaching Sonietimes 
Necessary 

(Continued from page one) 


I go, in churches of whatever 
faith, in union revival campaigns 
and in radio services, I preach the 
Same kind of preaching. If doctrin- 
al preaching, even on controversial 
questions, keeps the great essen- 
tial doctrine at the center of im- 
portance, and if all such preaching 
is saturated with a compassionate 
i love for sinners and humility and 
7) . brotherhood toward all Christians, 
Se I find it is usually not offensive, 
|} and it leaves unity instead of di- 
vision and strife. 
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}- Sound Doctrine Necessarily Dis- 
ck pleases Some Christians 


Ag 

There is so much difference of 
opinion on important doctrines 
even by saved people that neces- 
Sarily some will be offended if they 
hear plain Bible teaching contrary 
to their own conception of Scrip- 
tural truth. That was true in Bi- 
ble times. Many of the Judaizers 
who hounded Pauleand were so of- 
fended at his doctrine of salvation 
by grace without circumcision and 
without keeping the ceremonial 


at Corinth who said, “I am of Ap- 
pollos,” or “I am of Cephas” or “I 
am of Christ’’ were saved people, 
people of good intentions, but they 
broke Paul’s heart, The. Christians 
at Galatia who Paul himself had. 
won to Christ, later turned to false 
doctrine much like that of the Sev- 
enth Day Adventists of today. The 
preaching of Paul, then, was of- 
fensive to many Christians, and 
IIt John, verse 9, tells us that Dio- 
trephes would not receive even 
John the apostle, but  prated 
y against him “with malicious 
~ words,” we are told. 


Jesus deliberately prepared His 
disciples for misunderstanding, 
and sometimes abuse and real per- 
secution from others who claimed 
_* to serve’ the Lord. In John 16:2 
Jesus warned, “They shall put you 
out of the synagogues; yea, the 
| time cometh that whosoever killeth 
* you will think that he doeth God’s 
service.”’ } 


Again Jesus warned, “Think not 
that I am come to send peace on 
._ the’ earth; I came not to bring 
peace, but a sword. For I am come 
to set a man at variance against 
his father, and the daughter against 
her mother, and the daughterin law 
against her mother in law.” (Matt. 
10:34, 35). 


-.. 


ings that it would mean persecu- 
tion and misunderstanding and 
sometimes, necessarily, division, He 
commanded to contend for the 
faith earnestly. Jude 3 says, “‘Be- 
loved, when I gave all diligence to 
write.unto you of the common sal- 
> vation, it was needful for me ‘to 
* - write unto you, and exhort you 
that ye should earnestly contend 
for the faith which was once de- 
livered unto the saints.” 
._ Christians should never seek 
. “peace at any price.’”’ That course 
is Sich Di and does not work in 
- politics. It is equally wicked and 
unworkable in serving the Lord Je- 
sus Christ. Jesus argued publicly 
again and again with the Pharisees 
on great matters of doctrine. Ste- 
phen, that Spirit-filled deacon, was 
in the synagogue of the Libertines 
' and Cyrenians and Alexandrians, 
and His debate with those aroused 
7 the self-righteous leaders of the 
Jews until Stephen was put to 
death: And down through the ages 
' the story of great men of God is 
|. the story of conflict, of argument, 
- of controversy.. Good- men’ must 
- eontend earnestly for the faith. Ev- 
} ery true man of God must love the 
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law, were truly saved people. Those 


And yet in spite of these warn-. 
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THE SWORD OF THE.LORD 


he loves his friends, better than 
he loves the applause of other 
Christians. John Huss, Martin Lu- 
ther, Zwengli, Calvin, Wesley, Lat- 
imer, Ridley, Spurgéon, General 
Boothe, Charles G: Finney, D. L. 
Moody, R. A. Torrey, Billy Sun- 
day, W. J. Bryan—why, the names 
alone call up’all the great con- 
troversies in matters of religion 
down through the. years! 


Therefore in The Sword of The 
Lord we try to be kindly, We try 
to» manifest the spirit of brotherly 
love and tolerance, we try to defer 
to the opinions of others in the 
Spirit of the thirteenth chapter of 
First Corinthians, but we must 
come out regularly on the great 
fundamentals of the faith, Every 
issue of The Sword of. The~ Lord 
bears on the front-page heading 
these words, “Standing for the 
verbal inspiration of the Bible, the 
‘deity of Christ, His: blood atone- 
‘ment, salvation by faith, New Tes- 
tament soul-winning, and the pre- 
milennial return of Christ. Opposes 
modernism, worldliness,. and for- 
malism.”. We stand for certain 
things and we do not mind naming 
them. We stand against certain 
other things, and we do not mind 
naming them. We are glad to take 
a stand both on the positive side 
and the negative side. 

Some Bible DoctrineseThat Cause 
Criticism 

We believe one reason. for: the 
rapid growth in circulation of The 
Sword of The Lord is that it has 
a positive -ring. A reader can tell 
Where the preachers stand who 
write for The Sword of The Lord. 
The editor’s own articles do not 
skip the plain Bible teachings 
which are controversial, If it is 
clearly taught in the Word of God, 
we believe it ought to be preached. 

Many like that kind of Bible 
teaching and preaching. I believe 
the great majority of earnest 
Christian people want the whole 
truth. They want it preached in 
Jove. They want it preached in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. They 
want the first things kept first. 
But they do want the truth as it 
is taught in God’s Word, lovingly 
yet fearlessly taught,without regard 
as to whether it pleases all or not. 

Sermons on Hell, and plain Bi- 
ble teaching on’ Hell always bring 
‘some letfers from people who hate 
this Bible doctrine. They do not 
hate sin, they are not indignant at 
Christ-rejectors, and so they are 
offended at the plain-.truth, so oft- 
en taught in the New Testament in 
the words of the Lord Jesus Him- 
self, about Hell as a place where 
sinners are tormented in flame, if 
they die without being born again. 


Salvation by grace, through faith 
in Christ, is always opposed by 
some. How many strong letters I 
have received from those who ac- 
cuse me of being a false prophet 
when I teach that people are saved 
when they repent of their sins and 
trust Christ for salvation. Such 
critics often insist that people are 
not saved simply by faith; that at 
least they are not saved until they 
are baptized, or they are not saved 
until they hold out faithful to the 
end. ~ 

When I teach that God keeps 
those He saved, that He has given 
them everlasting life as soon as 
they believed, that God keeps His 
‘blessed promises to His born-again 
ones and will never cast them out, 
many are offended. It seems that 
to make much of God’s mercy, of 
His faithfulness in saving and 
+keeping such poor sinners as we 
are, is offensive to people who want 
to have part of the credit for get- 
ting themselves to Heaven. And 
yet, it is in the Bible and I must 
preach it. ete? 

Articles on sin bring a speciall 
violent kick-back. When I show 
that, according to the Word of God, 
all are poor vile sinners who ought 
to be in Hell, and that only the 
mercy of Christ keeps us from go- 
ing there, many are offended. They 
talk about their own holiness, and 
are grieved if anybody. says that 
they ever sin. | 

If I publish Bible teaching on 
baptism some Christians are 
promptly offended. They do not. be- 


it is plainly taught in the Bible, 
and is in the Great Commission, 


to the end of the world, Jesus said, 
honest Bible preachers must preach 
on baptism and tell Christians of 
the. joys of obeying Christ. 


at 
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‘The plain Bible, teaching of | 


truth of the Lord. Jesus better than 


lieve in baptism. However, since] 


and is to be taught to all nations| 


woman’s place in the home_and in 
the church; what the Bible says 
‘about woman’s hair and woman’s 
modest apparel and woman’s be- 
ing in subjection to her husband, 
ig clear. There are very few strong 
reputable theologians that do not 
agree in broad outlines with the 
teaching of The Sword of The Lord. 
Yet many preachers fear to preach 
it lest they should offend someone 
who does not want to do what God 
has commanded.’ Some Christian 


on the’ subject though privately 
the editors agree with the doctrine 
involved. But it is in the Bible and 
therefore it ought to be preached 
oe taught by honest ministers of 


j 

There is a clear Bible teaching 
of a Cnristian’s duty to his govern- 
ment. “The powers that be are or- 
dained of God. Whogoever there- 
fore resisteth the power resisteth 
the ordinance of. God’’ (Romans 
13:1, 2). We are told that the. ru- 
ler bears not the sword of.God in 
vain but that-he is a minister of 
God in that very matter. Christians 
ought to support the government, 
even, if necessary, in the matter 
of war, to put down unrighteous- 
ness and the horrible wickedness 
of man like Hitler. Against this 
doctrine the Communists, the in- 
fidels, the pink modernists, and 
cults like the Jehovah Witnesses, 
who denounce all government and 
will not salute the flag of our 
country, combine, along with some 
good but misled Christians, some 
earnest people who have misunder- 
stood the Bible. They urge Chris- 
tians not to support the govern- 
ment. Th:sands of modernists 
swore never to support the govern- 
ment in time of war, never to en- 
courage anybody to take up arms 
to resist aggression. Such people 
carry on their propaganda which 
is sometimes nearly treason, and 
yet there are objections if Bible- 
believing Christians are also pa- 
triots, true to the governments God 
has set over them, and if they urge 
Christians to obey the rules of the 
government. We never had an ar- 
ticle on the matter of a Chris- 
tian’s duty to his government, urg- 
ing the men in our armed forces 
to regard themselves as ministers 
of God doing a necessary duty, and 
to so live, as Christian patriots 
ought to live, but that we have 
many objections, Well, then, there 
must simply be objections. The 
duty of Christians to their govern- 
ment and to their land is clearly 
taught in the Bible and honest 
preachers ought to preach it. There 
are many devout and good people 
who disagree. Many of them are 
among my very dear friends. I love 
them devotedly, and would be 
grieved to hurt them in any wise. 
But I cannot shun that question, 
when it ought to be discussed. With 
forbearance and kindness we must 
say what we believe is God’s 
teaching in His Word on this ques- 
tion. 


Articles on the second coming of 
Christ nearly always arouse some 
objections. Among the multitudes 
of readers in 25,000 homes which 
get The Sword of The Lord week- 
ly, naturally there are some who 
do not believe that Christ is, com- 
ing again, or they do not. believe 
that His coming may be very, very 
soon. Yet our Saviour’s warnings 
that we are to watch for His com- 
ing are clear in the Bible, and we 
must preach them, 


Almost nobody, these days, gives 
clear instructions to young’ people 
about the dangers of petting, and 
just what is wrong with the dance. 
When we published an article on 
“Young People, Petting, the Scar- 


let Sin,” literally hundreds of let-’ 


ters came asking for extra copies, 
and many young people were pro- 
foundly grateful .for the Bible 
teaching: given. But a few horrified 
Christians ordered the paper 
stopped! 


We do not try to please every- 
body. We only try to please the 
Lord Jesus. And we believe that 
readers of The Sword of The Lord 
want a Christian paper that really 
teaches the Bibie, all of it, as far 
as space will permit, andthat honest- 
ly deals with the problemsof doctrine 
and life that Christians everywhere 
‘have Wee 

Thoughtful readers will see that 
our position is difficult and our, 
work very important and hard. 
Will you earnestly hold us up to 


(Cqntinued on page four) 


papers would not advertise a book’ 
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GOD’S LAST CALL 
| (Continued from page one) 
then devoting his life to God's 


Service. Wesley recognized God’s 
call in this experience. 


Richard Baxter tells that when he 
was but a lad of twelve years of age 
that dre was riding upon a heavy 
wagon and accidentally fellbeneath 
its heavy wheels which could have 
crushed out his. very life. 
horges stopped suddenly at that 
solemn moment, for some unac- 
countable reason, and the boy’s life 
wa spared. Baxter realized that it 
was God’s providential care that 
had saved him and he resolved to 


| devote the rest of his life to serv- 


ing God. iis 
How many times has God 
brought you to.a’ sick bed, or into 
the very presence of death, either 
yourself personally or a loved one, 
or some terrible accident came 
your. way, and you narrowly es- 
caped? It was God’s call to “pre- 
pare to meet thy God!’ 2 
know a man who was travel- 
ing with his brother and a friend. 
On the way home a train struck 


their car, demolishing it. His 
brother who was driving, was 
killed immediately. His friend 


had. many bones broken and :a 
fractured skull, and was confined to 
the hospital for weeks, lingering 
between life and death. Yet, when 
I saw him just after he had been 
released from the hospital, he was 
cursing and swearing as though he 
had never been in danger. I wanted 
to say to him: — : 

“Old fellow, God saved you from 
a terrible death and eternity in 
Hell, and here you are, cursing and 
swearing instead ‘of repenting and 
getfing right with God.’ Second, 


God Calls by Faithful Preachers 


Eyery sermon you have ever 
heard was a call from God to re- 
pent and be saved. You have dif- 
ferent opinions about each preéach- 
er you have ever heard in your en- 
tire life, but many of you have 
never heard a_ single preacher 
who failed to give you enough 
truth to save your soul from Hell. 
Who are you going to follow? Will 
it be the teachings of earnest 
preachers whom God has sent to 
turn you from your Hell-bent way, 
to Heaven? Or, will it be, the Dev- 
il? God says: 

“And-the Lord God of their fa- 
thers sent to them by messengers, 
rising up betimes, and sending; be- 
cause he had compassion on his 
people, and on his dwelling place: 

“But they mocked the messen- 
gers of God, and despised his 
words, and misused his prophets, 
until the wrath of the Lord arose 
against his people, till there was 
no remedy” (II Chron. 36:15-16). 

Do you want to follow an unbe- 
liever like Voltaire? All of his life 
he spoke against the Bible, and 
when it came time for him to die, | 
he called for a priest and wrote 
out his confession, and yet, died in 
bitterness and such terrible des-. 
pair that his nurse said: 

“T would not nurse another in- 
| fidel for all the gold in Europe.” 


The | 
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made atonement for it and God has 
taken it to Heaven. While some of 
us around this ‘have: reached 
the age of responsibility, have nev- 
er repented and accepted Jesus, 
and may never reach Heaven, but 
be lost eternally.’’ 

When I said this, a man dropped 
his head and began to sob and then 
walked off to his car. A _ friend 
whispered: ‘“‘That’s the father of 
the child.” 

I followed him to the car and 
said to him: 

"Old fellow, you want to meet 
your baby in Heaven, don’t you?” 

He replied, ‘‘Yes.” 

Then I said; “Let’s bow our Heads 
and pray.” 

He did, and repented, and ac- 
cepted Jesus on the spot. That man 
will tell you it took the death of 
his precious baby boy to turn him 
back to God. 


God May Take Your Wife 


Not long.ago I had to preach 
one of the saddest funerals I have 
ever attended. A young woman 
twenty-eight years of age had died, 
and left behind a husband with two 
small children. All during the fun- 
eral service aS we were preaching 
over her casket, the smallest child 
kept running to the casket, patting 
it, and crying: 

“T haven’t any. Mother. I haven't 
any Mother any more.” Then the 
child would run back to the Dad- 
dy’s arms. Everyone was in tears, 


weeping over his dead wife, bc- 
cause he did not have the comfort 
of. the Christian faith. 

When we had followed the fun- 
eral train to the cemetery, lowered 
the casket into the ground, had 
spoken the final benediction, this 
poor, grief-stricken husband and fa- 
ther sobbed his way to the car. 
I quickly ‘followed and asked him 
to accept Jesus as his Saviour, and 


around his knees, he repented and 
accepted Jesus. Our brother will tell 
you that it took the death of his 
wife to bring him to God. 


The Death-Bed of a Daddy 


Sam Jones, the famous Carters- 
ville Evangelist, had been a terri- 
ble drunkard. He tells the story of 
his conversion. He was at his dad- 
dy’s death-bed, and had heard the 
dying man say his last words to 
the other members of the family, 
urging them to meet him in Heav- 
en. Finally the old man turned to 
his drunkard son and cried: 

“Oh, my poor, wayward boy! 
You have broken your wife’s heart 
. .”’ and the poor mam choked 
up and could go no. further. §am 
Jones tells how, in agony, he fell 
on his knees beside his daddy’s 
death-bed, repented, and cried to 
God for mercy and victory. God 
met him there and delivered him 
from drink and saved his soul. He 
became a flaming evangelist and 
‘great soul winner for Christ, Many 
times Sam Jones would tell the 
story of his conversion, and in 
‘tears would cry: “God threw the 
corpse of my father in my path to 
save me from Hell.” ~ 

Yes, God calls by His provi- 


Will you go along in unbelief 
with Hobbs who cried at his death, 
“T’m taking a leap~in the dark.”’ 
Yes, any soul takes a leap in the 
dark that leaps into Eternity with, 
out Christ. Even infidels must die 
and meet their God! Will you lis- 
ten to infidels and die as they die? 
Without hope! Or, will you follow 
earnest, godly, faithful preachers 


in faith and hope in God? Third, 


By Death 


God has another way of calling 
sinners. It is a very grim and ter- 
rible way! Many times He calls 
by death. If you will not turn back 
any other way, God may throw the 
dead body of a loved one across 
your path to turn you back from 
Hell to Heaven, He may do that 
to make you turn back! 


Death of a Baby 


I was asked not long ago to say 
a few words over the body of a 
little baby that God had sent into 
this world, and then in one of those 
mysteries, had called it_ back into 
the great silences of Eternity aft- 
er it had remained in this life only 
a few hours. We went to say just 
a few words at the graveside, and 
we had asked’ God to give us the 


id the little casket, I 
said: “This little child may be bet- 
ter off than some of us around this 
grave, for we know, though born in 
sin, it had never reached the age of 
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dences; He calls by the Bible and 
Bible-loving Christians; He ‘calls 
by preachers and by every sermon 
you have ever heard, and He calls 
by the death of our loved ones, and 
fourth, — 


God's Main Call Is the Still Small 
Voice of the Holy Spirit in the 


Depth of the Soul. 


God says in Prov. 8:4: “Unto 


and particularly, was the father 


there with his motherléss kiddiés™ 


you, O men, I call; and my voice . 


is to the sons of man.” In the very 
first chapter of Proverbs He says: 

“ I will pour out my Spirit -un- 
to you, I will make known my 
words unto you” (v. 23). In Gene- 


sis 6:3 we read that God’s Spirit . 


strives with men in the depth of 
the soul, convicting of sin and urg- 
ing man to repent and turn to 
God. In Acts 7,°we read that men 
who are unsavéd “do always resist 
the Holy Ghost” (v, 51). And, re- 
member, the Unpardonable Sin, for 
which there is no pardon either in 
this world nor in the world to 
come. It is a sin against the Spirit 
of God. 
“But he that shall blaspheme 
against the Holy Ghost hath never 
forgiveness, but is in danger of 
eternai damnation:” (Mark 3:29). 
From these passages we learn 
that God warns men directly in 
their own souls, convicting, con- 
demning, persuading, intriguing, 
warning, and threatening with dire 
punishment with Hell’s flames 
(Continued on page three) _ 
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GOD'S LAST CALL 
Continued from page two) 


throughout eternity if they do not 
repent. God is speaking to you to- 
day, and saying: : 

‘ |. . Today, if ye will hear his 
voice, _ 

Harden not your hearts... ” 
(Heb. 3:7, 8). That is, He is speak- 
ing to you if you have not already 
been given your last call. Don’t 
forget my text: 

“Because I have called; and ye 
refused; ... ‘Then shall they call 
“upon me, but I will not. answer; 
ees CRP nev. 5324-28), 

There sometimes comes a last 
call ‘to your soul, and when you re- 
fuse it, God will never speak again. 
You are just as doomed and 
damned as though you had been 
in Hell ten thousand years already! 
I hope you have not waited TOO 
LATE! ~° 


"This Ils My Last Call” 


some time ago I was preaching 
at a little church in Atlanta on one 
rainy, and cold Sunday afternoon. 
I was warning about. God’s last 
call even as I am warning you to- 
day. Three people came forward, 
knelt, repented and accepted Je- 
sus as their Saviour. One man said, 
as he stood to give his testimony: 

“While the preacher was preach- 
ing, I felt I was receiving my last 
call from God and that this would 
be my last chance to be saved.” 

The other day the preacher of 
this little church called me and 
asked if I remembered that after- 
noon when that particular testi- 
mony of this man was given, and 
how he had insisted that he was 
receiving his last call. I remem- 
bered. Then he said: 

“Six months after that meeting 
this man was drowned in the Ches- 
apeake Bay. They found his body 
after searching six days, and they 
are bringing it back here for burial. 
I want you to help me in the fun- 
eral service.” 

You can imagine how we felt 
as the body was wheeled into the 
samé little church, and his coffin 
stood in the same place where, a 
short while ago, he had received 
Christ as his Saviour! It was def- 
initely God’s last call, WHAT IF 
HE HAD NOT COME THAT 
DAY? . 

' God says, ‘“‘Because I have called, 
and ye refused .... “Then shall 
they call upon me, -but I WILL 
NOT ANSWER?” (Prov. 1:24-28). 


"God Calls — He Refused — God 
Called into Eternity” 


, I was preaching under a tent 

in Atlanta one night in. a meet- 
ing in which many souls were com- 
ing to Christ. Among those who 
came forward and repented and 
accepted Jesus, was a mother and 
her daughter-in-law, who were 
gloriously saved. Immediately they 
came to me and said: 

“Our son and husband is sitting 
back there in the rear. Please beg 
him to come tonight and begin the 
journey to Heaven with us.” 

Oh, how anxious they were for 
their loved one to be saved! I re- 
member it to this hour! I turned 
‘to the audience and said: 

“There is a man in this audience 
whose mother and- wife have been 
saved tonight, and they are here 
in tears, beginning the journey to 
Heaven, and are begging him to 
come tonight with them to Christ 
and salvation, Brother, while we 
sing this verse for you, won’t you 
come and kneel with them, and ac- 
cept Christ as your Saviour? 

But he would not come. We sang 
a verse of a hymn, and‘*he still 
would not come. We pleaded again 
and sang another verse, but he 
would not come! Some of our 
workers went to him and begged 
him to come, but he would not. He 
was under terrible conviction, and 
grasped the back of the seat in 
- front of him until his knuckles 
were white. One could almost. see 
the Holy Spirit of God shaking 
him, calling him and urging him 
to go, BUT HE WOULD NOT! 


s* g . 

God Blessing Dr. 

| . ‘ ee 
Hankins in Revivals 

Dr. Joe Henry Hankins, South- 
ern Baptist Evangelist who left 
the pastorate of the great First 
Baptist Church of Little Rock, Ar- 
kansas for full-time evangelism, has 


been signally blessed in his recent 
campaigns, with many souls saved. 


In services at First Baptist 
Church, Seminole, Oklahoma, there 
were “94 souls for the Lord and 
the church, besides a number of 
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118 Conversions in 
West Virginia 
BY EVANGELIST BILL RICE 


We recenty spent five days in 
the mountains near Chapmanville, 
West Virginia, with mountain mis- 


ples. ; 

It was not only good to see thece 
old Moody friends again, but dur- 
ing the five days we were with 
them, preaching several times dai- 
ly, the Lord reached many hungry 


rededications.” The pastor of the “hearts with the gospel. There were 


church writes that Brother Han- 
kins’ ministry was a great blessing 
to the lives of all, that he thinks 
Brother Hankins is “one of the 
greatest preachers‘of the old gos- 
pel I ever heard”. and says, ‘This 
is one of the best meetings our 
church has ever had.” They are 
tooking forward to having Dr. 
Hankins with them again. The edi- 
tor certainly can agree with those 
who think Dr. Hankins is “one 
of the best preachers of the gospel 
I ever heard,” and so we believe, 
can all who know him and have 
been blessed by his Spirit-filled, 
fervent and scriptural ministry. 


Dr, Hankins in now in revival 
services at Houston, Texas, has 
calls far ahead of time. However 
since he has one campaign in the 
Chicago area in October, I ear- 
nestly hope a _ strong’ church or 
group of churches can arrange to 
use Dr. Hankins the last two 
weeks in October and so keep him 
in the North, where his ministry 
is so greatly needed, more, before 
our Southern Baptist brethren, 
who hold him so highly, tie up all 
his time. If pastors would like to 
get in touch with Dr. Hankins he 


may be reached at his home, Pine | 


Bluff, Arkansas, Route 3. Box 36, 
or in care of the editor of this pa- 
per. , 


It seems to me that men like 
Dr. Hankins and Evangelist Hy- 
man Appelman; men of great ex- 
perience and the finest training, 
endorsed by strong men and great 
churches, endued in unusual de- 
gree with the power of. the Holy 
Spirit, for soul - winning, irre- 
proachable in character and con- 
duct, should be used. constantly in 
great city-wide, union campaigns 
Wherever possible, let pastors of 
churches which believe in the blood 
get together with god fearing 
Christian laymen and plan for such 
united efforts, in city auditoriums, 
in theatre buildings, High School 
auditoriums or warehouses. I shall 


“But ye have set at nought all 
my counsel, and would none of my 
reproof: 

“T also will laugh at your calam- 
ity; I will mock when your fear 
cometh; } 

“When your fear cometh as deso- 
lation, and your destruction cometh 
as a whirlwind; when distress and 
anguish ¢ometh upon you. 

“Then shall they call upon me, 
but I will not answer; they shall 


‘seek me early, but they shall not. 


fine me:” (Prov. 1:24-28). 
Won’t you kneel right now and 
answer the call before it’s too late? 


y: 

“Oh! God, be merciful to me, a 
sinner, and save me now for Je- 
sus’ sake.” 


Will You Do It? 


If you will decide today, repent- 
ing of your sins and trusting Christ 
to save your soul, will you not 
write the editor of this paper? You 
maysign the following’ statement, 
or put it in your own words if 
you would like, but dear friend, do 
it today! 


Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor - 
Sword of The Lord 

145 N. Hale St. 

Wheaton, Illinois 


Dear Brother Rice: 


I have read Brother Jesse Hend- 
ley’s sermon, God’s Last Call. I 
know I am a sinner, God has called 


forty present for the first service 
at the mining camp, and not a 
Christian in the audience! We 
found that the greater percentage 
of every congregation were un- 
saved men, women and children. 
And they were honestly anxious 
to be converted. There were 118 
public confessions of faith in 
Christ whose names we- have and 
perhaps there were more that 
Brother Staples knows about, It 
was a campaign we shall never for- 
get. iee 


be glad to get committees"in touch 
with capable men, see that you 
have full information about them, 
their work~and methods and char- 
acter, if that will make it easier. 

The day of great union revivals 
is» coming back, and may God 
speed the day, and raise up more 
evangelists capable for that work. 
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Watchman Crusader 
Comments on “Prayer” 


_, The Watcnman-Urusader, edited 
by Rev. D. B. Eastep, pastor of 
Calvary Baptist Church, Coving- 
ton, Kentucky, reviewed the edi- 
tor’s book on Prayer so kindly that 
we publish his review in full. 


“PRAYER — Asking and Ke- 
ceiving, by Dr. John R. Rice. The 
book is introduced by Dr. Oswald 
J. Smith and dedicated to Dr, H. 
A. Ironside, In the beginning is 
a brief bibliography on prayer — 
‘books,’ says the author, ‘that have 
helped me to pray.’ 

‘There are six parts as follows: 
The Nature of Prayer; What to 
Pray for; How to Pray; Persis- 
tence in Prayer; Limitless Possi- 
bilities of Prayer; Sin and Prayer. 
There is a total of twenty-one 
chapters and 328 pages. 

“Several things the reviewer 
should say about the book: 

“1. It is Scriptural. This is al- 
ways vital. 

“2. Itis practicable. That makes 
it valuable. 

“3. It is written from 
standpoint of experience. 
makes it interesting. 

“4. It is well printed and beau- 
tifully bound. That makes it at- 
tractive, 

“5. It is cheap in price. That 
makes us happy. Any Christian in- 
terested can pay the reasonable 
price asked. ; 

‘Tt is one of the most beautiful 
books on prayer I have ever read, 
It would make an excellent basis 
of study for mid-week services or 
prayer meetings. For that reason 
many pastors should be interested 
in it. There are scores of passages 
of Scripture in it. © 
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“Sword of The Lord Publishers. 
Price, $1.25.” 
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Extra Copies "Petting and the 
i, Scarlet Sin" 


Recently we published in The 
Sword of The Lord an article by 
the editor, on “Young People, Pet- 
ting, and the Scarlet Sin.” Anti- 
cipating the ‘need, we had two 


still have a few hundred extra 
copies left. You may have extra 
copies for 3c each, or 2c each if 
you want ten or more. Ask for 


sionaries, Mr. and Mrs. Fred Sta- 


thousand extra copies printed. We 


lowa Woman Praises "Sword" 


An Iowa woman says she would|. 


not miss The Sword of the Lord 
“if the subscription price was $5.00 
a year,” and says she finds an- 
swers to Bible questions in The 
Sword of the Lord. Here are ex- 
tracts from her letter. Note it was 
addressed to The Sword of the 
Lord office 


March 17, 1943 
“Dear Friends: 


“T sent my renewal last March 
8—Monday morning. The notice 
which was included in the paper 
before last took me so by surprise 
and I hastily filled out the blank 
and mailed it with my dollar in the 
very next mail. I'll tell youI lost 
no time, I truly would feel it very 
well worth the price, and would 
gladly pay it, if the subscription 
price was, five dollars a year. I’ve 
made that remark to my husband 
a number of times: You've re- 
marked in your paper, “Where can 


you get so much for so little?’’}. 


and I‘m sure I do not know where 
in the world you would! I hardly 
know how to tell you what The 
Sword of the Lord means to me; I 
don’t believe it could be put into 
words. No, I can’t; I just don’t: 
know how. I just devour every sin- 
gle one that comes * * * I’ve 
found it very profitable to keep 
them. Many, many, MANY times 
I go through them to find the an- 
swer to something I’m wanting 
and to date they haven’t failed me. 
Almost everyone is plastered fore 
and aft and in between with 
transparent tape to keep them 
whole and in good shape. 


“, .,. And when I’m in doubt, 
wanting to know the truth about 
a matter, I see what John Rice has 
to say about it—and that settles 
it!!! My Bible is full of notes both 
in the Old and New Testament 
with his name at the foot of them. 


Mrs. J. E. Andrews.” 


California Minister Gets Sermon 
Help From "Sword" 


From California a pastor writes: 
“T am still getting my paper. I do 
enjoy every word of it. I believe 
I get more spiritual help from it 
than anything else except the 
Word of God itself. It strengthens 
my faith as nothing else. 


“I used some of your thoughts 
and subjects and texts a_ short 
time back; had a great service, 
with souls saved.” 


We are pleased when the ma- 
terial in The Sword of the Lord 
can be used by other ministers, 
and we have learned that hundreds 
of ministers do find help in The 


Sword. And, every good preacher 
sometimes gets suggestions and 
thoughts and Bible interpretations 
from other good writers. No paper 


in America, we believe, has so 
many full-length sermons by Amer- 


ica’s best soul winners, as does 
The Sword of the Lord. 


We suggest that readers send 
subscriptions to ministers, parti- 
cularly young preachers. Many 
preachers tell me that they do not 
know where to turn for inspira- 
tion, Bible exposition and Spirit- 
filled preaching, all true to the 
Word of God, that can fire the 
heart and suggest the material 
for fruitful gospel preaching, and 
they are so grateful for the ma- 
terial in The Sword of the Lord. 


BIBLE BAPTISM > 
64 PAGES, 20c EACH 


6 COPIES $1.00 


Pastors, write for special prices 


on quantities! 


GOOD BOOKS! 


Here are some standard, fine Christiam books that you should 
read..We commend them heartily. 


GOD RUNS MY BUSINESS. 


The story of R. G. LeTourneau, 


millionaire inventor and manufacturer of earth-moving machin- 


ery who has given away over 


a million dollars to the Lord’s 


work. A fascinating book by Albert W. Lorimer. 192 pages, 32 
pages of illustrations, Very popular. The first edition of 25,000 


copies is gone, this is second. edition. 


Price, only 


J 


“4 00 


WHY I AM A CHRISTIAN ? by Dr. O, Hallesby. This famous 
book will bless your heart. Dr. Hallesby, in Norway, last week 
was arrested by the Nazis because of his stand as an independ- 
ent Christian. 176 pages, nice cloth binding, beautiful metallic 


purple jacket. 
Price, postpaid 


ke ee 


Other titles by Dr. Hallesby are Prayer, The Christian Life, 


Under His Wings, and Conscience. 


Each 
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I WAS IN HELL WITH NIEMOELLER by Leo Stein. The 
author was imprisoned with Niemoeller in Germany, and tells 
us here in heart moving fashion of the reactions of that noble 
Lutheran minister to his imprisonment and persecution by the 
Nazis. Niemoeller, the martyr, asked Mr. Stein to report these 
facts to the world. This book will help you to see why we must 


win this present war, if Christianity itself is 
to be safe. 253 pages, price, postpaid 


$2.50 


GENERALISSIMO AND MADAME CHIANG KAI-SHEK, 


Christian Liberators of China. By Basil Miller. 
157 pages, interesting helpful biography, price 


MIRACLE LIVES OF CHINA by Jonathan and Rosalind Go- 
‘forth. These famous missionaries, in 157 packed pages, tell 
the story of many Chinese converts, how they found the Saviour, 
how they lived under distressing conditions. You will be blessed 


by the wonderful testimonies. 15 chapters, 


nice cloth binding, price 


$1.00 


THE REVIVAL WE NEED by Oswald J. Smith. Dr. Jona- 


than Goforth, the missionary, 
Revival We Need’ for its size 


said, “Mr. Smith’s book, ‘The 
is the most powerful plea for 


revival I have ever read,” Truly a remarkable and 
blessed book. Clothbound, unusual value........2.0000000000000000... 75¢C : 
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the article, “Young People, Pet- 
ting, and the Scarlet Sin,” or for 
The Sword of The Lord for Feb- 


me to be saved before it is too late. 
So today in my heart I repent of’ 
my sins, I ask God to forgive me 


- At the dismissal of the service 
he got up and walked out. The next 
morning there came an agonizing 


THE WORK GOD BLESSES by Oswald J. Smith 
Cloth, very fine 


_1$¢ 
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sob ae Bigs i = hh ae ae Be yt gaol " ley to | SWORD GLa . er. 158 pages, a helpful book for those who would like to know 
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I have stretched out my hand, and 
no man regarded; 7 
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"THE GO GOD OF THE VALLEYS ; 


(Continued from page one) « 


is the God of the valleys, and that | 


He is interested in the people of 


4 _ the lowlands, and not merely in 


' those who climb to the mountain 
tops. President Lincoln ‘said, “God 
' certainly must have loved the com- 
mon people because He made so 
many of them.” 

But I am not thinking so much 
of the valleys in that sense; I have 
in mind certain valleys of which 
we read in the Word of God, val- 
leys through which all of us will 
have to pass some time or another. 


l. THE VALLEY OF BACA 


We read of one of these in Psalm 
84, 5, 6: “Blessed is the man whose 
strength is in Thee; in whose heart 
are the ways of them. Who, pass- 
ing through the valley of Baca, 
made it a well; the rain also fill- 
eth the pools.” 

You may consult any Bible atlas; 
you may look over any map of an- 
cient lands, but you will never find 
the valley of Baca. The fact of the 
matter is that it is a well-known 
district indeed through which all 
our feet pass at some time as we 

go through this life, for the valley 
of Baca is really the valley of 
weeping, the valley of trouble. You 
know something of that — of the 
valley of Sorrow, the valley of trial, 
the valley of perplexity, the valley 
of testing, the valley of difficulty, 
When the tears will start, try to 
keep them back as you may. But 
What a blessed thing to know that 
God is with us when we go through 
the valley of Baca. Those who are 
in fellowship with Him find that 
‘passing through this valley He pro- 
vides springs of refreshment, ‘“The 
rain also filleth the pools.” It is 
wonderful the way God makes 
Himself known to the troubled 
heart in such a manner as He can- 
not reveal Himself to those with 
. whom all is going well. It is in the 
» trials of life that we learn to know 
' ..our God in a way that we could 
- not know Him without them. 


“We know Him as we could not 
know 
Through Heaven’s golden years, 
We there shall see His glorious 
face, 
On earth they saw His tears.” 


It is in the hour of trial, and it 
is in 
The Valley of Weeping 


' that the blessed Lord can reveal 
' Himself as at no other time, for 
_ He, too, has passed through that 
valley, and so we speak of Him 
as “The Man of Sorrows.” 


“Man of Sorrows,’ what a name 
For the Son of God who came 
Ruined sinners to reclaim. 
Hallelujah? What a Saviour! 


“Bearing shame and scoffing rude. 
In my place condemned He 
stood; 
Sealed my pardon with His 
Blood, 
Hallelujah! What a Saviour! 


“Lifted up was He to die, 
‘It is finished,’ was His cry; 
Now in Heaven exalted high. 
Hallelujah! What a Saviour!” 
And up there in the glory He is 
“this same Jesus” who once trod 
the valley of weeping here on 
earth. 


“When He comes, 
King, 
All His ransomed Home to bring; 
Then anew this song we'll sing: 
Hallelujah! What a Saviour!” 


_» When we look at His wonderful 
face, upon that visage that wasonce 
marred more than any man, we 
Shall know that He is indeed our 


our glorious 


_ blessed Jesus, the Man of Sorrows 


acquainted with grief, who has 


' been our Companion, our Friend, 
— our 


| sustainer, as we walked 
'. through the valley of weeping. 

_ The Bible does not exhort to 

= Stoical Indifference 

_ to-trial, and does not insist that 


we dry our tears, for Jesus wept 
_ with the sorrowing sisters of Beth- 
' any. Be assured to-day if you are 


_ going through the valley of weep- 
ie. = tls that His heart beats in tender 
- love and sympathy; for if “one 
ember of the Body suffer, ‘all 
nembers suffer with it.” Yes, the 
70d of the valleys is with His peo- 
le as they pass through the valley 
' weeping. Do not hold anything 
ack from Him; avail yourself of 


your troubles. 


ae the: ed of trouble; 1 I will 


the 


he eke of prayer, of going 
o Him h Re-| know that He is indeed the God 
ber He has said, “Call upon| 


‘4 


deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify 
Me.”’ 


ll. THE VALLEY OF ACHOR 


There is another valley of which 
we read in Hosea 2. 14, 15, where 
the Lord, speaking of Israel, says: 
“Therefore, behold, I will allure 
her, and bring her into the wilder- 
ness, and speak comfortably unto 
her. And I will give her her vine- 
yards from thence, and the valley 
of Achor for a door of hope; and 
she shall sing there, as in the days 
of her youth, and as in the days 
when she came up out of the land 
of Egypt.” 

But what is thé valley of Achor? 
Do you remember where we first 
read of that valley in Scripture? 
You recall how God gave Israel 
such a marvelous victory when 
théy went up against Jericho. He 
told them that they were not to 
take of the riches of Jericho for 
themselves. Then a few days later, 
when they went against Ai, only 
to suffer an humiliating: defeat, 
Joshua threw himself down before 
God and said, “O Lord, what. shall 
I say, when Israel turneth their 
backs before their enemies?” And 
God said, “Get thee up; wherefore 
liest thou thus upon thy face? Is- 
rael hath sinned, and they have 
also transgressed My covenant 
which I commanded them: for they 
have even taken of 


The Accursed Thing, 


and have also stolen, and dissem- 
bled also, and they have put it ev- 
en among their own stuff. There- 
fore the children of Israel could 
not stand before their enemies.”’ 

Then you will recall how the 
tribes passed before the Lord, and 
the tribe of Judah was taken, and 
then a certain family of this tribe, 
and then God pointed out Achan, 
and said, “That is the reason I 
cannot give you the victory.” And 
Joshua said, ‘‘Confess what you 
have done,” And Achan answered, 
“Indeed I have sinned against the 
Lord God of Israel... when I saw 
among the spoils a goodly Baby- 
lonish garment, and two hundred 
shekels: of silver, and a wedge of 
gold of fifty shekels weight, then 
I coveted them and took them; 
and, behold, they are hid in the 
earth in the midst of my tent, and 
the silver under it.’’ 

A messenger was sent, and found 
it was exactly as Achan had said, 
and then because it was the dis- 
pensation of law, and not; of grace, 
he and his family were taken out 
into the valley of Achor, and stoned 
with stones until they died. 

What is the valley of Achor? 
It is 


The Valley of Retribution; 


it is the valley of suffering forone’s 
own failures, for one’s own sins. 
The greatest grief that Christians 
can ever be called upon to bear is 
to be brought into the valley of 
Achor, where they realize that 
things might have been so differ- 
ent if in years gone by they had 


failed Him, they acted contrary to 
His Word, and because of that they 
have had to prove the truth of that 
passage, “Be not deceived; God is 
not mocked: for whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap. He 
that soweth to his flesh shall of the 
fiesh reap corruption; but he that 
soweth to the Spirit shall of the 
Spirit reap life everlasting.’ These 
words are spoken to the children 
of God. Do not think for a moment 
that because we have been washed 


shall escape the result of our sins. 

I know a splendid Christian man, 
who in years gone by lived a life 
of sin. The Lord came in in a'‘won- 
derful way and saved him, and that 
man now is as great a saint as he 
was a sinner, but he will bear in 
his body 


The Results of His Former Life 


as long as he lives. He has suf- 
fered untold agony physically be- 
cause of the path he once trod, and 
he has said that there were times 
when he was tempted to wonder 
whether God had ever forgiven 
him, There are some results of sin 
from which we shall never be de- 
livered until we receive the re- 
demption of our bodies at the Com- 
ing of the Lord Jesus Christ. But 
as we pass through the valley of 
Achor, we may have the blessed 
presence of our Lord with us, and 


of the valleys as well as baie God 


of the mountains. 


only walked with God; but they) 


in the precious blood of Christ we, 
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Only-a few weeks ago a splen- 


did Christian woman who has 
known the Lord only seven years, |: 


a widow of a millionaire, “said to 
me, “Pray for my boy; pray for 
my girl; they have no interest in 
the things of God. I can never get 
them to hear the Word ‘of God. 
They are courteous and polite if 
I bring a servant of the Lord to 
my home, but they will allow no 
one to say a word to them, and 
they will not read the Bible.” And 
then she said, “The worst of it is 
that they are what they are be- 
cause I brought them up that way. 
Until seven years ago, I lived the 
life that they are living; I led them 
in the path they are now going. A 
Bible was never opened in my 
home until my husband died, and 
left me a broken-hearted woman, 
surrounded with all the luxuries he 
had given mé, and I was crying out 
for something that could help me. 
Christ came to me, but it was too 
late to turn my children’s steps in 
the right way, They are treading 
the path on which I started them. 
Pray for them. Join with me in 
pleading that as God reached me, 
He will reach them.” 

This mother was passing through 
the valley of Achor. The Lord says, 
“IT will give her her vineyards from 
thence, and the valley of Achor for 


A Door of Hope.” 


This is what He is going to do for 
Israel; they have been passing 
through the valley of Achor since 


refusing the Messiah, and what has’ 


been the result? They have suf- 
fered as no other people have suf- 
fered, and the worst is yet to come, 
ut He will bring them in triumph 
through the valley of Achor. So, 
as we seek to be subject to the 
will of God, to endure what He in 
His infinite wisdom puts upon us, 
He will prove that He is the God 
of the valley of retribution as well 
as of every other experience of 
life. 


lll. THE VALLEY OF THE SHAD- 


OW 


There is another valley through 
which we all pass. Psalm 23. 4: 
“Yea, though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I 
will fear no evil; for Thou are with 
me; Thy rod and Thy staff they 
comfort me.” I said that every one 
of us shall pass through this val- 
ley, and some of you may have 
thought, “Oh, but if the Lord 
should come, we will never have 
to go through the valley of the 
shadow of death.” 

The valley of the shadow of 
death is not the hour of death it- 
self; but it is that deep, dark val- 
ley through which we are called to 
pass when the death of a loved one 
casts a dark shadow over our lives. 
That is the valley of the shadow of 
death, and who is there here that 
has not passed through it! 


“There is no sheepfold howsoe’er 
defended, 
But one dead lamb is there; 
There is no household howsoe’er 
protected, 


But has one vacant chair.” 
There is not one of us here who 
has not cried out, ‘Oh, for the 
touch of a. vanished hand, the 
sound of a voice that is still!” 

An orphan lad whose foster- 
mother had just passed away, sat 
on the steps after the funeral serv- 
ice, sobbing out his little heart, 
and when some one tried to com- 
fort him, he exclaimed, “Oh, I want 
some one to love who will never 
die!” Thank God, we who trust 
Christ have some one to love who 
will never die. “I am He that liv- 
eth!” 

It is of Him we speak when with 
the Psalmist we cry, “Yea, though 
I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no ev- 
il; for Thou art with me.” He, once 
the Man of Sorrows, is nevertheless 
the God of the valleys, as truly 
God as truly man, and as truly man 
as He is truly God. Having passed 
through death, He is able to com- 
fort and strengthen and cheer our 
hearts, as we walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death. 


IV. THE VALLEY OF BERA- 
: CHAH 


Not all the valleys are dark. 
There is another one which is the 
valley of gladness, Wé are told that’ 


when King Jehoshaphat won a 


great victory, he'led the people of 
Israel into a remarkable valley. 
“And on the fourth day they as- 


sembled themselves in the valley 


of Berachah: for there they blessed 
the Lord: therefore the name of 


the same ene was called, The eat 


God Bless America? 


(Continued from page one) 


America destroyed 15,000,000 tons 
of grains, 1,000,000 tons~-of fruits, 
70,000 tons of sugars, 4,000,00 gal- 
ions molasses, The occasion of this 
sabotage added up to a five years 
supply of alcohol, besides the con- 
sumption of 2,100,000,000 gallons 
of intoxicants, and proved an eco- 
nomic loss to the nation of pver 
$5,000,000,000 thru liquor-bred acci- 
dents, loss of man hours, absen- 
teeism, etc,, besides the ‘usual’ 


| $10,000,000 daily liquor bill. 


During the first year of repeal, 
milk consumption dropped 37,000,- 
000 quarts, the second year 59,- 
000,000 and the third year 69,000,- 
000. In 1938 the average family 
spent $84.88 for liquor and only 
$40.68 for milk. The disparity has 
increased many fold since. 


In contrast with present figures, 
the 18th Amendment padlocked 
177,790 saloons, 1754 breweries and 
distilleries, which in turn decreased 
the death rate from alcoholism .42 
per cent, insanity 66 per cent, 
drunkenness 70 per cent, crima 54 
per cent. (U. S. Court of Records). 
Consequently 97 of the 98 Keeley 
Cure Institutes and all the Neal 
Cure Hospitals were closed. 
AMERICA, up in arms. against 
this SABOTEUR of home, church 
and nation. 


That the Nation Perish Not 


“The nation and kingdom that 
will not serve thee shall perish.”’ 
Is. 60:42. No rational person will 
dispute the fact that liquor has de- 
feated armies and caused the down- 
fall of nations. “The excessive con- 
sumption of alcohol by the French 
Soldiers during the eight months 
before the German offensive was 
responsible for the collapse of the 
French front.” Le Temps, Paris, 
Aug. 10. 1940. Who can-deny that 
it visited Pearl Harbor the night 
before Dec. 7, 1941, and paved the 
way for a major defeat to Amer- 
ica? Who can offer one word in 
defense of its devastating role in 
the fall of Singapore? Drink de- 
feated Marshall Ney, Napoleon’s 
right hand man, causing him to 
arrive a day too late — then came 
Waterloo! 166 years ago Gen. 
Washington crossed the Delaware 
and won the battle of Trenton 
while the Hessians were drinking 
and feasting. Judgment fell from 
God upon ancient Babylon in 539 
B. C. because of this and other 
sins. The night of revelry and 
drink -was the night of doom and 
i ‘handwriting on the _ wall.’ 

ae are but a few of history’s 

ings to America to:sober up 
in defense of her freedom. 


Liquor is the ally of every na- 
tion arrayed against us. In World 
War I, Lloyd George said, ‘“Eng- 
land has three enemies, Germany, 
Austria, and LIQUOR, and liquor 
is WORSE THAN THE OTHER 
TWO TOGETHER.” Our own Gen. 
Pershing demanded, “Banish the 
entire liquor industry from the U. 
S. Close every saloon, every brew- 
ery. Suppress drinking by severe 
punishment to the drinker and if 
necessary, DEATH to the SELLER 
and MAKER, or both as TRAITI- 
TORS. I shall not go slow on pro- 
hibition, for I know what is the 
greatest foe to my men, GREATER 
EVEN THAN THE ENEMY.” This 
vice is un-American and unpatri- 
otic as well as unchristian. Com- 
pared to it, Judas Iscariot, Bene- 
dict Arnold and Quisling were no- 
ble patriots. This is the enemy 
within our gates, the devil’s best 
friend and God’s worst enemy. It 
is a damning, blighting, treacher- 
ous enemy that. gives no quarter. 
It was this sinister 5th columnist 
which in less than three weeks de- 
feated France tho her army was 


Ff 


ley of Berachah, unto this day” (II 
Chron. 20. 26). Berachah means 
what? It means blessing. All bless- 
ings are not received upon the 
mountain tops, in the high and 
great experiences of life, but down 
in the low places, down in the val- 
leys of the commonplace; there we 
also have communion with God, 
and happy fellowship with Him. 

One of our Christian pedis has 


h written : 


“In the valley with my Saviour I 
need never, never fear, 

For ’tis Pyro His sweetest mes- 
sage 0: whispered in my ear. 

There I learn the heavenly secrets, 
there with ey. He fills my soul; 
Though the torrent rushes by. 
me, and the omy: mists enroll.” 


re Friday, June 4, 1943 


America Bless God! 


a> 


~DECLINE, It 


‘ 


numerically stronger than the ene-_ 


my. Before France fell she had 
477,000 drink shops and a 17% 
quarts Consumption of absolute al- 
cohol per person per year. We have 
700,000 liquor joints and one of our 
states a per capita sonsumption of 
23.5 gallons of intoxicants. 


Only a return to the “Faith of 
our Fathers” from the debauchery 
of our times will witness God’s 
blessing upon America and _ the 
lifting of the curse of liquor law- 
lessness, blighted youth, corrupted 
womanhood, carnage and war. 


Rebirth of a Nation 


“Shall a Nation be born at 
once?” Is. 66.8. Americaneeds to 
be “born again’ spiritually. Be 
cause of sin, crime has fastened 
its deadly tentacles upon her. FBI 
states the crime bill to be $16,000,- 
000,000 annually, or nearly $2,000,- 
000 an hour, 23.9% of this amotnt 
is caused by drink. One American 
in every 26 is a criminal. 200,000 
murderers are at large. 300,000 
now living will be murdered. Every 
20 minutes a major crime is per- 
petrated. A murder or suicide is 
committed every twenty-odd min- 
utes. There are only four suicides 


recorded in all Old Testament his- 


tory covering 4000 years. J Edgar 
Hoover laments a CRIME ARMY 
of 700,000 boys and girls in the 
land. 


Added to all this is the MORALS 
is estimated that 
there are 800,000 prostitutes in the 
land, that 65,000 girls are lost to 
this degrading vice each year, that 
100,000 illegal children are born 
annually besides 1,000,000 illegal 
abortions, that 18,000,000 persons 
are infected with social disease. 
Last year over 40,000 girls under 
fourteen years of age became 
mothers. Schools are closed to curb 
resultant disease. Largely due to 
immorality, insanity is increasing 
twice as fast as the population. 
Virtue is laughed at and pre-mari- 
tal chastity is considered silly. The 
sacredness of marriage is being an- 
tiquated with one marriage in ev- 
ery six ending in legalized adultery 
—we call it divorce. 


AMERICA BLESS GOD, “bless 
and curse not.” A rebuke is here- 
with tendered in the Name of a 
Holy God, and in the name of all 
decent Americans, against the prev- 
alent. (if not fashionable) taking 
of the Lord’s name in vain over 
radio networks, in the press, etc. 
Regarding, “cursing and swearing” 
General Washington issued an or- 
der reflecting, ‘““‘We can have LIT- 


‘TLE HOPE OF THE BLESSING 


OF HEAVEN upon our arms if we 
insult it by. our impiety and folly. 
Added to this, it is a vice so mean 
and low without any temptation, 
that every man of sense and char- 
acter detestg and despises it.” 

The God of individuals is the God 
of NATIONS. America must give 
account. “Break off thy sins by 
righteousness ... if it may be the 
lengthening of thy tranquility.” 
Dan. 4:27. This alone was the di- 
vinely authorized plan for national 
security in other days. It is God’s 
plan for OUR DAY! AMERICA 
BLESS GOD! ! ! 


This message can be obtained as 
a tract on the free will offering 


plan, * Write to 
WORLDWIDE MONTHLY TRACT 
CLUB 


Box 1, Spokane, Washington 


Controversial Bible 
Teaching Sometimes 
Necessary 


(Continued from page two) 


God in prayer that we may have 
the wisdom of-the Holy Spirit to 
speak the whole courisel of God in 
the pages of this paper? 

We challenge preachers that we 
are to preach the whole counsel 
of God—we are to “earnestly con- 
tend for the faith.” Preachers who 
never cause offense by plain Bible 
preaching are not true to Christ. 


We must have love for our breth- 


ren but more love for Christ, We 
must seek peace and pursue it, 


but seek to be true to our commis- [a 
sion whether we have peace or not. @ 
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